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Non-Final Rejection 
Response to Amendment 

1 . It is hereby acknowledged that the following papers have been received and 
placed on record in the file: Amendment as received on 2-27-2007. 

2. Claims 1-48 have been examined. 
Status of Claims: 

3. Claims 1-11,1 5-29, 33-43, 47, and 48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as 
being unpatentable over Boylan, III et al., Pub. No.: US 2006/0288366, Buehl, Patent 
#5,912,696, Newlin et al., Patent #6,636,211, hereinafter Newlin, and Understanding 
Universal Plug and Play, hereinafter MS. 

4. Claims 12-14, 30-32, and 44-46, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Boylan, III et al., Pub. No.: US 2006/0288366, Buehl, Patent 
#5,912,696, Newlin et al., Patent #6,636,211, hereinafter Newlin, Understanding 
Universal Plug and Play, hereinafter MS and Dubai et al., Patent #6,71 1,630, 
hereinafter Dubai. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

5. Claims rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. Applicant specification teaches on page 9, line 13 
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through page 10, line 10, that the medium can include a communication medium, noting 
a signal such as a carrier wave. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-11, 15-29, 33-43, 47, and 48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Boylan, III et al., Pub. No.: US 2006/0288366, Buehl, Patent 
#5,912,696, Newlin et al., Patent #6,636,211, hereinafter Newlin, and Understanding 
Universal Plug and Play, hereinafter MS. 

With regard to claims 1, 7, 15, 23, 33, and 39, Boylan teaches a method for 
tuning an information presentation appliance (advertisement program in a set top box) 
in a network environment (see paragraphs 54, 77, and 78). Boylan further teaches 
receiving user input specifying keyword for a particular category of information to be 
presented to a user (see paragraph 80). Boylan further teaches receiving user input 
specifying keywords related to categories of information to be blocked from display (see 
paragraph 79). Boylan teaches, the advertisements having content tags specifying the 
type of data included in the advertisement (see paragraph 77), and a bidirectional 
communication path between the Television Distribution Facility [52] and the Set Top 
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Box [54] where the Set Top Box provides the restrictions to the Television Distribution 
Facility which filters the advertisements, but doesn't specifically teach device description 
pages, containing categories of information to be presented, using a markup language. 

Buehl teaches set top box for creating restriction on the type of media to be 
transmitted to it (see column 2, lines 15-30), similar to that of Boylan, but further 
teaches storing a preference vector describing the permissible media (see column 4, 
line 66 through column 5, line 15 and column 7, lines 1-35). It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Boylan and Buehl before him at 
the time the invention was made to modify the set top box content restricting system of 
Boylan to create and save a preference file, as did Buehl. One would have been 
motivated to make such a combination because this provides an organized means for 
storing all the content restrictive data. Boylan and Buehl, however, don't explicitly state 
network communication via a markup language. 

Newlin teaches a set top box for creating restriction on the type of media to be 
transmitted to it (see column 7, line 62 through column 8, line 14), but further teaches 
communication between apparatuses being via Plug-and -Play on a network of 
universal media access (see column 8, lines 55-65). MS teaches utilizing Plug-and- 
Play for audio/video entertainment and defines the Universal Plug-and-Play standard 
stating that communication is via Internet standards with XML device description 
documents (see page 2 paragraph 2 and page 1 1 paragraph 2). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Boylan, Buehl, 
Newlin, and MS before him at the time the invention was made to modify the set top box 
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content restricting system of Boylan and Buehl to include the transmission via a markup 
language as done by Newlin and MS. One would have been motivated to make such a 
combination because markup language is the standard for communication over a 
network between diverse systems. 

4. With regard to claims 2, 8, 16, 24, 34, and 40, which teach the information 
presentation appliance conforming to Universal Plug and Play device architecture, MS, 
further teaches, on page 1, paragraphs 1-4, the use of the Universal Plug and Play 
architecture. 

5. With regard to claims 3, 9, 20, 28, 36, and 42, which teach the markup language 
being text based, MS, further teaches, on page 11, paragraph 2, the use of XML which 
is known in the art to be a text based markup language (see attached definition). 

6. With regard to claim 4, 21 , and 37, which teaches the markup language identifies 
an element with a tag, and wherein the tag is defined in a schema, MS, further teaches, 
on page 11, paragraph 2, the use of XML which is known in the art to allow for custom 
tags to offer greater flexibility in organizing and presenting information (see attached 
definition). 

7. With regard to claims 5, and 10, which teach information presented by the 
information presentation appliance is and audio information, Boylan further teaches, in 
paragraphs 43 and 51, presentation information including audio and video information. 
MS further teaches, on page 1, paragraph 5, the use of UPnP for audio/video 
entertainment. Newlin further teaches, in column 9, lines 38-41 and in column 8, lines 
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55-65, the multimedia information, that is capable of being blocked, being at least one of 
audio signals, image signals, or data signals. 

8. With regard to claims 6, and 1 1 , which teach the information presented by the 
information presentation appliance is video information, Boylan further teaches, in 
paragraphs 43 and 51, presentation information including audio and video information. 
MS further teaches, on page 1, paragraph 5, the use of UPnP for audio/video 
entertainment. Newlin further teaches, in column 9, lines 38-41 and in column 8, lines 
55-65, the multimedia information, that is capable of being blocked, being at least one of 
audio signals, image signals, or data signals. 

1 1 . With regard to claims 17, 25, 35, and 41 , which teach the information 
presentation appliance is an electronic picture frame, Boylan further teaches, in 
paragraph 43, the system transmitting graphics information for display. MS further 
teaches, on page 1 , paragraph 4, the use of UPnP in electronic imaging. 

12. With regard to claims, 18 and 26, which teach the information presentation 
appliance being a speaker, Boylan further teaches, in paragraph 43, the system 
transmitting video, which is known to comprise audio data, and in paragraph 51, the use 
of audio. MS further teaches, on page 1 , paragraph 5, the use of UPnP for audio/video 
entertainment. 

13. With regard to claims 19 and 27, which teach the information presentation 
appliance is a decoder device, Boylan further teaches, in paragraph 79, the set top box 
receiving the advertisement data and breaking it down into parts to determine content. 
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MS further teaches, on page 1, paragraph 4, the use of UPnP in intelligent appliances, 
and PCs of all form factors. 

14. With regard to claims 22 and 38, which teach the categories of information in the 
device description page are identified with extended tags, and wherein the extended 
tags are defined in an extended schema, MS, further teaches, on page 1 1 , paragraph 2, 
the use of XML which is known in the art to allow for custom tags to offer greater 
flexibility in organizing and presenting information (see attached definition). 
16. With regard to claims 29 and 43, which teach the available categories of 
information include the selected categories of information, Boylan teaches, in 
paragraphs 77-80, selecting categories for display, while restricting others limiting the 
set, from the group of all categories. Newlin further teaches, in column 21 , line 17 
through column 22, line 10, blocking categories of information for display from the group 
of all categories. 

1 9. With regard to claims 47 and 48, which teach receiving user input at the 
information presentation appliance, Boylan teaches, in paragraphs 77-80, receiving user 
input to selectively present desired information on the presentation appliance. MS 
further teaches, on page 30, paragraphs 1-5, the user clicking on a clock set application 
showing the use of an input device, from his laptop control point, and further on page 
32, paragraph 3, the pressing of a mood control button, that effects several devices in 
the network. 
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20. Claims 12-14, 30-32, and 44-46, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Boylan, III et al., Pub. No.: US 2006/0288366, Buehl, Patent 
#5,912,696, Newlinetal., Patent #6,636,211, hereinafter Newlin, Understanding 
Universal Plug and Play, hereinafter MS and Dubai et al., Patent #6,71 1 ,630, 
hereinafter Dubai. 

21 . With regard to claims 12, 30, and 44, Boylan, Buehl, Newlin, and MS teach the 
UPnP system using XML groupings as discussed above, but fail to disclose using 
pointers to access the service description information. Dubai teaches, in column 1 , line 
65 through column 2, line 11, a system for providing plug and play functionality in an 
audio and video system, similar to that of Boylan, Buehl, Newlin, and MS, but further 
teaches the use of a pointer to the device object. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Boylan, Buehl, Newlin, MS, and Dubai, 
before him at the time the invention was made to modify UPnP of Boylan, Buehl, 
Newlin, and MS, to include the functionality of a pointer system in accessing select 
categories of information. One would have been motivated to make such a 
combination because pointers, variables that contain memory locations, are an efficient 
means of accessing data. 

22. With regard to claims 13, 31 , and 45, Boylan, Buehl, Newlin, and MS teach the 
UPnP system using XML groupings as discussed above, but fail to disclose using 
pointers to a list function to access the service description information. Dubai teaches, 
in column 1, line 65 through column 2, line 11, a system for providing plug and play 
functionality in an audio and video system, similar to that of Boylan, Buehl, Newlin, and 
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MS, but further teaches the use of a pointer to a list to the device object. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Boylan, Buehl, 
Newlin, MS, and Dubai, before him at the time the invention was made to modify UPnP 
of Boylan, Buehl, Newlin, and MS, to include the functionality of a pointer system in 
accessing select categories of information. One would have been motivated to make 
such a combination because connecting nodes by pointers is an efficient means of 
accessing data. 

23. With regard to claims 14, 32, and 46, Boylan, Buehl, Newlin, and MS teach the 
UPnP system using XML groupings, that have associated names as discussed above, 
but fail to disclose using pointers to a list function to access the service description 
information. Dubai teaches, in column 1 , line 65 through column 2, line 1 1 , a system 
for providing plug and play functionality in an audio and video system, similar to that of 
Boylan, Buehl, Newlin, and MS, but further teaches the use of a pointer to a list to the 
device object. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 
teachings of Boylan, Buehl, Newlin, MS, and Dubai, before him at the time the invention 
was made to modify UPnP of Boylan, Buehl, Newlin, and MS, to include the functionality 
of a pointer system in accessing select categories of information. One would have 
been motivated to make such a combination because connecting nodes by pointers (a 
linked list) is an efficient means of accessing data. 
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Response to Arguments 

24. The arguments filed on 2-27-2007 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Reasons set forth below. 

25. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 7, 15, 23, 33, and 39 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dennis G. Bonshock whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4047. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 6:30 a.m. - 4:00 
p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on (571) 272-4048. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. / / 
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